
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER. 

Manager LeMire called the Plan Commission meeting to order at 4:00 pm via Zoom.   

 

ROLL CALL. 

Present: Commissioners Highfield, Lescohier, Kessenich, Schultz, Cm. Johnson, Manager 

LeMire and Engineer Selle. Also present: City Attorney and City Clerk/Treasurer.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 26, 2021 PLAN COMMISSION MEETING. 

Cm. Kessenich moved, seconded by Cm. Highfield to approve the minutes of the January 26, 

2021 Plan Commission meeting.  Motion carried via Zoom.   

 

PRESENTATION OF PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT FOR U-HAUL 

FACILITY AT 1309 HIGH STREET.  

U-Haul purchased the former K-mart site on High Street in 2019. Their intent is to establish a 

storage and moving facility on the site. In order for their project to move forward, the PUD 

process is required. The PUD allows the City and U-Haul to create an independent set of rules 

around zoning that are specific to this parcel. This meeting is the Concept Plan Review where the 

applicant presents the idea to the Planning Commission and open discussion may commence 

regarding the attributes of the site. No binding decision or vote will be taken.  

 

Mark Rukamp discussed their intention to occupy the southern part of the building with retail 

and hitch installation. This would be a climate-controlled section. The north end of the building 

will be for storage rentals. Additional south end activity includes pick up and drop off of rentals, 

parking area for trailers and truck rentals. They plan on a great deal of landscaping to provide 

screening between the street and the business. Additionally, the north end could feature a bike 

support rest area that includes restrooms and a water bottle filler.  

 

Cm. Kessenich inquired on the tenant sections. Alex Sonnleitner replied yes they intend to lease 

the middle retail/storefronts as they have in the past.    

 

Manager LeMire questioned the landscaping planned on N High and Blackhawk, will this be 

completed as phase 1or phase 2.  Rukamp confirmed the majority will be completed in phase 1 

with additional landscaping in phase 2. Landscaping on the north end would be added during 

development of that section.   

 

Engineer Selle asked Slavney, if this project is completed in phases, how is it monitored / 

tracked?   Slavney stated that the general development plan would be established with timelines. 

As a very detailed site plan is being previewed now, that could be accepted as phase 1 and phase 

2 with future review of additions on the north end. The decision on ‘phases’ could be the next 

step when time comes for approval.  

 

Selle shared a comment from previous discussions confirming the north and south end facades 

match. 

 

Manager LeMire asked for confirmation on the types of businesses allowed in the retail/lease 

CITY OF FORT ATKINSON 

Plan Commission ~ February 23, 2021 

1,031st Meeting 



section and if this part of the plan. Slavney concurred any retail that is allowed in this type of 

zoning is suitable.  

 

Cm. Johnson questioned the existing car wash, is that remaining. It was confirmed the car wash 

existed on a different lot and will not be altered.  

 

Manager LeMire inquired on the propane take size and location. The tank will be 4 feet in 

diameter and 16 feet high based on the standard for U-Haul.  

 

Sonnleitner noted the canopy allows for safe return of vehicles to a designated area. The canopy 

will have lighting, tools and cleaning supplies safe from weather elements to allow for a 

transition from rental drop off. It provides a designated area for returns.  

 

Slavney reviewed the sign code allowances and pointed out the painted sections on the north end 

give the impression of storage units. The code limits signs to one per business and one per 

customer entrance. The orange painted doors do not comply with number of signs or sign area.  

 

Schultz questioned the condition of the parking lot and asked if the paving will be done in 

phases?  Sonnleiter replied they have not made a final determination on pavement as they may 

consider resealing and repairs of cost of replacement is too high.   

 

Selle added that stormwater improvements to the lot might address pavement concerns.  

 

Manager LeMire asked if additional landscaping was considering around the truck shunting area.  

Sonnleitner stated they were not planning to add landscaping there as some rentals are not as 

experienced and they fear the landscaping could be destroyed.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Cm. Johnson moved, seconded by Cm. Schultz to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 4:57 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Michelle Ebbert 

City Clerk/Treasurer 


